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February 13, 2018 

The Honorable Scott Pruitt. Administrator 
EnvironmentaI Proteetion Agency 
Office of the Administrator 1101 A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
tWashington, DC 20460 

RE: US Renewable Fuel Standard — Bio Intermediates 

l^ear Administrator Pruitt, 

Given the potential positive impact on our forestry activities, the State of Maine strongly 
supports the US Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS), particularly mandates for cellulosic biofuels. 
Liquid cellulosic "biocrude" can be produced cost-effectively from forestry and mill residues at 
sites close to forests, then delivered to refineries, where it can be co-processed with petroleum to 
produce renewable cellulosic transportation fuels. Biocrude co-processing in ref neries is 
partic^ilarly impoi-tant, since it is compatible with petroleum industry operations. At the sarne 
time, it creates a very significant market for liquid cellulosic fuels produced from forest residues. 

As we understand the current interpretation of tha RFS regulations, if a biocrude "intermediate" 
biofuel product is produced near forestry operations, then delivered to a refinery at a second 
lacation to produce gasoline and diesel transportation fueis, the refiner is not permitted to get 
credit for the renewable content of the resulting products from co-processing. This regulatory 
hurdle is referred to as the "bio-intermediates issue". Draft regulations that would have resolved 
the bio-intermediates issue were published in late 2016. Although the comment period ended 
months ago, final regulations have not been issued. Finalizing these regulations would benefit 
both the forestry industry and the refineries that are seeking cost effective rneans to satisfy the 
RFS requirernents. 

1 am writing to express my strong support for the resolution of the regulatory hurdles to refinery 
co-processing under the RFS program as an effective means to secure and maintain forest 
industry operations and jobs in rural Maine, where the forest industry has experienced a steady 
decline. As you may be aware, co-processing is a practice in industry where cellulosic liquids 
produced from forest industry and mill residues are fed together with conventional petroleum 
feedstocks in existing refineries to produce diesel and gasoline transportation fuels. This type of 
enterprise can provide a new pathway for significant eeonomic value in the forest industry while 
at the same time enhancing America's energy security and creating domestic employment. 
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Resolving the bio-intermediates issue is a key to the success of two significant industries. The 
State strongly urges the EPA Administrator to address this issue as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

^^.^ . 
Paul R. LePage 
Governor 

Cc: Hon. William Wehrum, Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation, EPA



MATTHEW H. MEAD 
GOVERNOR OF WYOMING 

Office of the Governor 

February 12, 2018 

Scott Pruitt 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Mail Code 11 01A 
Washington, DC 20460 

2323 Carey Avenue 
CHEYENNE, WY 82002 

Re: EPA-HQ-OAR-2017-0545 State Guidelines for Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Existing 
Electric Utility Generating Units- Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

Dear Administrator Pruitt, 

I request the comment period regarding a replacement rule to the Clean Power Plan be extended 
to April 27, 2018 or later. Wyoming continues to have concerns with the Clean Power Plan in its 
current form. Under the Clean Power Plan, Wyoming coal plants are required to reduce their 
emissions of carbon dioxide by 44%, one of the highest reductions imposed on any state. I 
appreciate the EPA proposed repeal of the Clean Power Plan. I also appreciate the Agency's 
work to draft a new regulation to replace the Clean Power Plan. All stakeholders will benefit 
from additional time to review and thoughtfully consider these rules. 

Sincerely, 

Governor 

MHM:dp 

PHONE: (307) 777-7434 FAX: (307) 632-3909 
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